" “Incarceration and Its’ Impact on the
~ Health of Communities of Color”

What Communities Need to Know & How We Can Help!




Sad Predictions

African-American boys have a ondan-three chance of
going to prison in their lifetimes

African-American youth are four times as likely as
white youth to be incarcerated



Mass Incarceration:
U.S. and Georgia

Incarceration:
-One out of 100 American adults is incarcerated
(Pew 2008)

-For African-American men aged 2634, the figure is one
in nine

-Georgia has the second highest rate of incarceration in

the country. (Pew 2008)

Correctional Supervision (prison, jail, probation, parole):

-One in 31 Americans is under some form of correctional
supervision (Pew 2009)

-In Georgia, the figure is one in 13. This is the highest rate
of supervision in the country. (Pew 2009)



Demographics of Releasees:
Race & Ethnicity

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2007 Georgia consisted
of

65.6 percent White (approximately 7.1% Hispanic; .7% Hispanic Other)

30 percent Black

3.2 percent Asian, Indian, or Pacific Islander

1.2 percent People reporting two or more races

Of the 19,754 individuals released from Georgia prisons in FY
2008 who reported their race

nearly 60 percent were Black

40 percent were White (approximately 4 percent Hispanic)

.13 percent were Indian or Asian

94 individuals did not report race

Of reporting women, approximately 55 percent identified as White and nearly
45 percent as Black



Health Problems for Prisoners

Data indicate that the incidence and spread of certain
diseases are magnified among inmates, making prison
and jail populations particularly vulnerable, especially
given their tremendous numbers.

Nationally, over 800,000 inmates 40 percent of the
two million people in U.S. prisons and jailszreported
having a chronic medical condition like diabetes,
asthma, or persistent heart or kidney problems, an
liness rate far higher than other Americans of similar
age. (PNHP 2009)



Recidivism Rates

More than one-third of released inmates in Georgia
will be convicted of a new felony or misdemeanor
within three years of their release.

According to officials at the Georgia Department of
Corrections, nearly two-thirds of formerly
Incarcerated persons reoffend and return to prison
during their lifetime.



A Snapshot of the General Problem

Black men are 30 percent more likely to die from heart
disease than white men

Black men are two times more likely to die from
prostate men

Black men are 7.4 times more likely to develop AIDS,
and nine times more likely to die from it






A Snapshot - con't

Black men are Less like to drive or own cars
----yet
-Die at higher rates in motor vehicle crashes.
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Substance Abuse & Mental [llness Rates
of Releasees

According to the Georgia Department of Corrections,
/5 percent of individuals released in 2007 had a
substance abuse problem.

Approximately 20 percent of individuals released from
Georgia correctional facilities have some type of
mental iliness.



Legal Action to Watch

Ohio
-Class Action Complaint: Jury Trial Demanded Case
number 1076

A class action brought by indigent Ohio resident with
psychiatric disabilities who are currently incarcerated
and soonto-be-released



Result of Legal Action

New York State

-New York is ordered to move mentally ill out of group
homes.
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housing that has been compared to warehouses.

Source: New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/02/nyregion/02mental.html?emc=etal



Policy: “Do No Harm”
Substance Abuse Treatment
Reinstatement of Civil Rights

Lega
Supp

|dentification 7 Legacy
emental Nutrition Assistance Program

(SNA

P/Food Stamps Eligibility)

Medicaid Suspension vs. Termination
Jobs/Tax Incentives
Education/Training Programs
Housing



Historical and Contemporary
Perspectives
Black Codes

Sentencing Disparities
031 AOGAOU AU 11 OEAO . Ai Aos

Child Support Laws
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The Need for Reentry Services

Inmates with chronic disease create serious demands
on the correctional health care system.

Community -based reentry services that focus on
health, housing, and employment must be developed,
supported, and sustained in order to address these

disparities.






