
	

Prostate cancer remains the most frequently diagnosed cancer in the United States (US)1; in fact, the 
US has the highest incidence of prostate cancer in the world2. Prostate cancer mortality disparities 
subsist among racial/ethnic groups in the US3; African Americans have the highest risk of prostate 
cancer in the world: 1 in 4 men4. One of the most broadly acknowledged hypothesis pertaining to a 
genetic causal factor is that African American men living in North America do not get the necessary 
exposure to ultraviolet (UV) light sufficient for synthesis of vitamin D; however, higher mortality rates 
linked to prostate cancer in African American men are more likely associated with unequal access to 
adequate healthcare5. African Americans are 2.5 times more likely to die from prostate cancer than 
white men6.
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•	 Prostate cancer is the 2nd leading cause of cancer death in the US7.

•	 Prostate cancer accounts for 33% of all cancer cases among men8.

•	 In comparison with whites, African Americans are diagnosed with prostate cancer much later, and the 
mortality rate is 2.4 times higher among African Americans than whiles9.

•	 5-year survival rates are lower for African Americans (66.4%) than for whites (81.3%)10.

•	 For African Americans, prostate cancer deaths are projected to drop 15.4% over two years, with an estimated 
5,050 deaths in 2005 and an estimated 4,240 deaths in 2007.
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